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CO-ORDINATOR CATCH UP 

Hi my Neighbours! 
 
Happy end of Term to all the students, teachers and families! 
Here’s hoping you get to have a terrific couple of weeks of calm 
before it starts again.  
 
All our schools came together for the Fete last night! It’s so 
awesome seeing the kids and their families having the absolute 
BEST time with the games, rides, music, stalls, face painting and 
more. A great way to end the term. Congratulations to all the 
Teachers and adult volunteers who got this event together. It 
really brought a smile to my face.  
  
Speaking about events. I have been talking a little bit to people 
about the next FIESTA that is in the early stages of planning. 
Bring your ideas to our next monthly planning meeting at 4pm 
Friday 21st April.  
 
In the Press this week you will see we have advertised the FREE 
Ag Chem course that will be held in Pyramid Hill  on 29th and 
30th May. It’s one that we have been trying to get off the 
ground for a year, and I am so excited we are able to offer a fully 
subsidised and accredited course for those who handle farm 
chemicals. Usual cost is $400 for this one, so please take 
advantage of the subsidy if you can. Give me a call if you would 
like some flyers to put up around the place etc.  
 
The other thing that has been consuming my days is Nintendo. I 
am still ashamed to report that I am useless at it, but we are 
setting up our gaming room for the school holidays! With thanks 
to Damon for the Nintendo advice, and to Jim for the set up. I 
think we are going to have a great break for those who want to 
game with friends. Currently we have Minecraft and Super 
Mario Bros 8 Deluxe and a HUGE screen to play on.  
 
There will be more activities throughout the holidays to do with 
gardening and craft. I’m making up a bit of advertising for that.. 
now.. but..  
Just one more thing.. Mark, Mark, Mark. What the hell are we all 
going to do without our bank and without our Mark?! I am not 
ready for any of this business with the banks taking off out of 
small communities. ESPECIALLY when our community is getting 
bigger every week! I am outraged. What are we going to do 
about Mark. He’s on my list of ‘people in town who help people’ 
and right now, our people need a lot of help. We need our bank, 
and we need Mark. Far out. I am devastated.  
 
Devastated. I know he reads this column, I hope he knows how 
upset I am..  
 
Until I see you again, I hope everyone has a beautiful Easter, 
with a lot of eggs.  
 
Kim  

2023 ANZAC Day Service at Mologa 

 
The 2023 Mologa ANZAC Day Ceremony  

will be held at the WW1 Memorial at 
Mologa at 8am  

Please arrive at 7:45am 
 

After the service we will have a BBQ breakfast so that 
people can have a chat.  

BYO Chairs. 
 

The booklet “Faces to Names” will be available showing the 
pictures and a short description of our soldiers which are 

on the war memorial. 
 

All are welcome 

 
Thank You 
Bill Boyd 

President of 
Mologa and District Landcare Group.  

 



VLINE TRAIN AND COACH  

Monday – Friday 

Train dep Melbourne | 07:39 AM and 06:08 PM 

Departs Bendigo | 10:00 AM and 08.26 PM  

Arrives Pyramid | 11:09 AM and 09:34 PM 

Tuesday and Thursday 

(Need to book on Thursdays) 

Train dep Melbourne | 01:06 PM 

Coach dep Bendigo | Tuesday 03:09 PM 

Thursday | 3.10 PM  

Arrive Pyramid | 04:29 PM 

Friday Only 

Train dep Melbourne | 07:08 PM  

Arrives Bendigo | 09:00 PM 

Coach departs Bendigo | 09:10 PM 

Arrives Pyramid | 10:25 PM 

Saturday & Sunday only 

Train dep Melbourne | 07:40 AM and 06:43 PM 

Arrives Bendigo | 10:00 AM and 08:57 PM 

Arrives Pyramid | 11:09 AM and 10:05 PM 
 

 

V/LINE TO MELBOURNE 

Monday – Friday 

Train dep Pyramid | 08:05 AM and 02:46 PM 

Arrives Bendigo | 09:18 AM and 03:59 PM 

Arrives Melbourne | 11:28 AM and 06:11 PM 

Tuesday and Thursday 

Coach dep Pyramid | 10:51 AM 

Train dep Bendigo | 12:26 PM 

Train Arrives Melbourne | 02:25 PM 

Friday only  

Coach dep Pyramid | 05:30 PM 

Train dep Bendigo | 07:01 PM 

Train Arrives Melbourne | 09:09 PM 

Saturday only 

Train dep Pyramid | 08:05 AM and 02:46 PM 

Departs Bendigo | 09:20 AM and 04:01 PM 

Arrives Melbourne | 11:30 AM and 06:09 PM 

Sunday only 

Train dep Pyramid | 08:05 AM and 05:47 PM 

Departs Bendigo | 09:18 AM and 07:00 PM 

Arrives Melbourne | 11:30 AM and 09:12 PM 

WHAT’S ON 

 

BOOK CLUB  

Last Wednesday of the Month 

This month’s book is:  

Boy Swallows Universe by 

Trent Dalton. 

This popular group has two 

vacancies only for those wishing to 

join this year!

Bendigo Bank Book Burning 

Sun | Mount Hope 
 

 

School Holidays  Friday 7 April – Sunday 23 April  

 

School Holiday Event BLING STATION Goldfields Libraries  
Tuesday 11 April | 10.15 - 11am  
Pyramid Hill Library Agency  
 
Golf Committee Meeting  
Tuesday 18 April | 7.30 pm  
Pyramid Hill Golf Clubhouse  
 
Pyramid Hill Food Share  
Monday 24 April | 4.30 pm  
St Patricks Catholic Church  
 
Anzac Day  
Tuesday 25 April  
Ceremonies being held in Pyramid Hill and Mologa  
(see inside the Press for details)  
 
Vaccine Injury Support Group Meeting 
Wednesday 26 April | 6pm  

Four Posts Hotel Jarklin 

 

Pyramid Hill Playgroup Storytime  

Friday 28 April | 10.30 - 11am  

67 Kelly Street Pyramid Hill 

 
Cleo Community Car 
Call the Neighbourhood House to book transport to your next 
appointment | 54557129 
Price List inside 
 
Bendigo Blood Donation Trips - Community Car 
Call the Neighbourhood House to book a groups of donors (max 4 
people) 
Blood donation trips are free thanks to Pyramid Hill Progress 
Association 
 

TUESDAYS 
Moderate Movers exercise group | 9:30 AM | Seniors Centre 

Mackay St | BYO exercise mat or towel 

Morning Coffee | 10:15 AM | Neighbourhood House 

Goldfields Library visit | 10:15 AM | Neighbourhood House 
 

WEDNESDAYS 

Social Bowls |  7:00 PM | 98 Victoria St 

Book Club | 4:30 PM | last Wed of each month  

Ask an Accountant | 1:00 - 2:00 PM | Neighbourhood House 
 

FRIDAYS 

Rhyme Time | 9:30 AM every Friday during term | 

Neighbourhood House 

Playgroup | 10:00 AM | Preschool, 67 Kelly St 

Scrabble Fever | 2:00 PM - stumps | Neighbourhood House 

 

 

 

WHAT’S ON regular activities 



CHURCH SERVICES 

Catholic  

Sat Mass | 6:30 PM 

St Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Victoria St 

Pyramid Hill 

Church of Christ 

Sun | 11:00 AM  

Church of Christ Kelly St 

Pyramid Hill 
 

Enquires:  

June Smith | 0438 062 646 

Uniting 

1st and 3rd Sun 
 10:00 AM 

Tyndale Church,  

Victoria St,  

Pyramid Hill 

 

Kids Rock 

For all school aged  
children 

3:30 - 5:00 PM | Every 
second Tuesday during 
term 

Uniting Church Pyramid 
Hill 

 
      Enquiries:  

      Robyn | 0427 561 973 

PUBLIC NOTICES 

Anglican 

1st and 3rd Sun | 10:00 AM 

Tyndale Church 

Victoria Street 

Pyramid Hill 

2nd Sun | 9:00 AM 

4th Sun | 11.00 AM 

St Thomas’ Church 

Durham Ox Road 

Pyramid Hill 

Enquiries: 

Rev Sue Allen | 0417 365 386  

Bill Boyd | 0448 219 457 

FOR SALE  Peggy’s Car 
2004 Daihatsu Sirion $2,000 

 
Only driven around the block once in a blue moon by a 100 
year old lady in the last dozen years. Goes like a beauty!  
 
This little silver streak has remained in the same family since 
it was bought new 19 years ago. If you want to know the 
history of the vehicle, well sit down and we can tell you every 
trip it’s ever been on! 
It’s got all the features you need, power windows, air 
conditioning and only 174,000kms on the clock. It has been 
garaged, serviced annually and well maintained all its life. 
 
If you are looking for a terrific little trouble-free car, call Rob 
on 0407 509 011 



Vaccine Injury Support 
Group Meeting 

All are Welcome 
 
Do you feel that you or someone close to you 
may have suffered a side-effect or injury from 
the COVID vaccines? 
 
Many in our community are in this unfortunate 
position and have indicated that they would like 
to get together with others in the same situation 
to support each other. 
We are having a gathering at the Four Posts 
Hotel Jarklin, 6PM Wednesday 26

th
 April. 

 
This will be a non-political gathering where 
resources will be shared to help people get 
medical support and to understand their legal 
rights. We have at least 1 nurse attending and 
possibly other medical professionals. 
No RSVP required, but please call Heidi at the 
Pub if you would like to order pizza. 
For more info, please contact : 
 
Heidi 0493 099 498, Sharlene 0414 777 942 or 
Nick 0438 028 656. 

Celebrating Easter at Victoria Hotel  



 

Open Hours: 

Tues & Fri 9am-5:30pm 

Wed 11am-7pm 

 

Stockists of:  

- Sheep & Cattle yards/panels, loading ramps and races.  

- Water tanks and stock troughs 

- Workwear  

- George the Farmer Books  

- John Deere Kids Toys 

- Filters & Bearings  

For all your agricultural  & hardware needs  
Locally owned by Nev & Michelle Miller  
Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm Sat 9am - 11-55am 

- Potting Mix, Blood & Bone, Garden fertilisers, Peat Moss,  

Sphagnum Moss, Seed raising mix, Vermiculite, Perlite, 

sugar cane mulch etc 

- Dog, cat, chicken, goat, guinea pigs, calf and horse feed 

and more…  

- Kincrome & Supa Tools  

- Hardware Supplies  

Ph: 5455 7306  

Email:  nifty@millerag.com.au   

Facebook: @MillersAgSupplies www.millerag.com.au 

And there’s much much more... 

mailto:nifty@millerag.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/MillersAgSupplies/
http://www.millerag.com.au


Here are some people you can write to: 
  
Bendigo Bank: 

Ph: 1300 236 344 
  
Jacqueline Hey 
Chair and Independent Director 
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Ltd 
The Bendigo Centre 
PO Box 480 
Bendigo VIC 3552 
  
Marnie Baker 
Chief Executive Officer and Managing Director 
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Ltd 
The Bendigo Centre 
PO Box 480 
Bendigo VIC 3552 
  
Complete an online enquiry form 
www.bendigoadelaide.com.au/contact-us/
contact-us-enquiry/ 
  

Loddon Shire Council: 
Mayor Councillor Dan Straub 
PO Box 21 
Wedderburn 3518 
Ph: 5494 1200 
loddon@loddon.vic.gov.au attn: Mayor 
  
Lincoln Fitzgerald 
Chief Executive Officer 
PO Box 21 
Wedderburn 3518 
Ph: 5494 1200 
loddon@loddon.vic.gov.au attn: CEO 
  

Politicians: 
Peter Walsh 
496 High Street 
Echuca VIC 3564 
Phone (03) 5482 2039 
Or 1300 467 906 
peter.walsh@parliament.vic.gov.au 
  
Anne Webster 
PO Box 1133 
Mildura, VIC, 3502 
Telephone: (03) 5021 5987 
Anne.Webster.MP@aph.gov.au 

Mark has been given notice that the Bendigo Bank 

Branch is closing 31st July, 2023. This closure has 

come without consultation with our community, with 

Mark and no opportunity to work with Bendigo Bank 

for a better solution. 

This is the bank that started because small towns 
were losing their banks. 
  
If you use the Pyramid Hill Bendigo Bank agency: 
 as an individual 
 for your business 
 for your community organisation’s needs 
then please consider writing a letter. 
  
You can write to: 
 protest at the closure 
 protest the lack of consultation and 

consideration for the town and for Mark and 
his staff and business 

 seek to change the decision that has been 
made 

 seek support from Council or a politician 
 
 
Andre Bewicke 
Chair 
Pyramid Hill Progress Association 

 NOTICE FROM THE PROGRESS ASSOCIATION  

ABOUT THE BENDIGO BANK CLOSURE 

It’s up to you, but please think about taking some action as losing the Bendigo Bank 

will make a big difference to our town  

"Photo courtesy Loddon Herald" 

http://www.bendigoadelaide.com.au/contact-us/contact-us-enquiry/
http://www.bendigoadelaide.com.au/contact-us/contact-us-enquiry/
mailto:loddon@loddon.vic.gov.au
mailto:loddon@loddon.vic.gov.au
mailto:peter.walsh@parliament.vic.gov.au
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Quinlans Transport 

Loads Of Water Will Be Delivered Anywhere For Domestic, Stock,  Swimming 

Pools 

7 DAYS A WEEK 

Jordan & Lyndsey Quinlan    

Phone - 0428 567 407    Mobile - 0428 567 408 

quinlans.transport@gmail.com 

NORTHERN DISTRICT COMMUNITY HEALTH 

 
District Nursing 

Podiatry and Foot care 

Dietician 

Counselling 

 

Enquiries for Pyramid Hill services : phone 5451 0200 

Pyramid Hill 

Prescription Depot 

& Cohuna TWCM          

Mon-Fri, 10am-1pm                                

Scripts ordered will have next day delivery 

to Pyramid Hill 

  Expert advice from our pharmacist  

any time.    

Phone: 5455 7016 

Pyramid Hill  

News & Post 
Monday – Friday 

6:30am - 5pm  

Saturday                        

8am -  12pm 

Friendly service, great range of cards                 
& stationery, V/Line Tickets & much more  

Phone:  5455 7036 

For any enquiries call or message 
Emelia | 0428 586 516                                                                                                                          

Email: chrisleerson@gmail.com 

 Landscaping 

 Gravel driveways  

 Earthmoving 

 Hole Boring  

 Turf and seed 

 Laser levelling 

 Irrigation systems 

 Rock, mulch and soil supply 

 Lawn mowing and whipper snipping 

OBLIGATION FREE LEGAL ADVICE 

Pyramid Hill & District  
Mark Ryan Legal GP, Echuca 
Initial appointment by phone | 
Mobile Consultations | Home/

Farm/Business/Work 

www.legalgp.com.au 

Mob: 0429 580 035    

Email: mark@legalgp.com.au 

 
 

 

mailto::chrisleerson@gmail.com
http://www.legalgp.com.au
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Submitted by Guido Assmann  



St Patrick’s Primary School 

 Term 1 Highlights 

Gymnastics in Cohuna 

St. Patrick’s Day 

Swimming Sports 

Shrove Tuesday 

Sprinkler Day 

St. Patrick’s community wishes you all a happy and holy Easter . 



 

On Friday the 31st of March, Year 4,5 

and 6 students from Pyramid Hill 

College headed over to Boort to 

compete 

in the annual Hot Shots tennis 

competition. Hot Shots is a modified 

fast paced version of tennis that uses 

mini courts and nets. Pyramid Hill 

students were split into 2 teams and 

put to practise the skills they had learnt 

during PE. They displayed a high level 

of respect towards their opponents 

and competed in a friendly manner 

throughout the day. Both teams played 

exceptionally well with Pyramid Hill 

Blue finishing 3rd and Pyramid Hill Red 

Finishing 5th overall out of 12 teams. 

Thanks to the organisers and teachers 

for putting on a great day of tennis for 

students across the region.  

This week’s happenings at Pyramid Hill College 

Respect  Learn  Community 

 

 Bike Ed 

Hot Shots Tennis 

Students  in Year 7-10 have been 

out and about the streets  on their 

bicycles learning the road rules and 

how to ride safely  under the 

instruction of  Bike Educator Mr 

Luke Roberts. 

The first week students took to the 

streets with Mitchell Park as the 

destination. 

The following  week students 

enjoyed riding out to the hill, 

encountering some slight hills along 

the way. 

Then it was back to the tennis 

courts to have a hit before riding 

back to school. 

Hopefully we will now see lots of 

students enjoying riding their bikes 

in a safe and legal manner around 

town. 



Phone 5455 7035     

Open every day 

 8am - 8:30pm 

We have your catering  

needs met. Order today! 

 

Pasties, pies - plain or  

flavoured, sausage rolls , burgers,  

Fish ‘n’ Chips, pizzas, cold drinks  

and meal deals 

Hot drinks - cappuccino, latte, chai,  

hot chocolate and tea  

and cold drinks fridge 

Large range home baked cakes & 

slices. 

Order - roast chickens and  family 

pies (any flavour)      

Eat in or Takeaway 

 

Countrywide Café Of The Year 

2019, Vic/Tas Regional Winner  

 Hot & Cold Drinks  

 Fresh Laurent Stone Bread Baked 

Daily  

 Extensive Breakfast Menu  

 Homemade Cakes &  Slices  

 Hot & Cold Lunch  

 Large Range Of Local Produce  

 School Lunch Orders On Fridays  

 Catering Available  

 

Like Us On Facebook & Check Out Our 

Ever-Changing Easy Dinner Options & 

Bulk Orders @coffeebankpyramidhill  

 

36 Kelly Street Pyramid Hill          

6:30am - 3pm Mon - Fri   

5455 7006  

https://www.facebook.com/Coffee-Bank-Pyramid-Hill-189914817727695/


 







BOWLS NOTES 

GOLF NOTES 
Thank you to everyone who has completed work on the golf 

course to get it prepared for the upcoming season. There is 

plenty of cover on the course and with some rain it will green 

up rapidly. The first hit will be a stableford event on Sunday 

April 9th. Assembly will be 12:00-12:15pm with tee off at 

12:30pm. Weekly Sunday competitions will occur after the 

first hit. We welcome all community members keen for a hit, 

from beginners to advanced. Junior sessions will commence 

after the school holidays, more details regarding these will be 

published shortly. Happy golfing! 

 

The next committee meeting is Tuesday 18th April 

(7:30pm) at the clubhouse. 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s been a quiet week but things are in full swing for our next 

tournament which, it appears, is being well supported with 

copious numbers already entered. Now we just need a 

pleasant day, and the forecast is looking promising. On 

Wednesday 5th April, we will host representative teams 

from the Northern District Playing Area, and others further 

afield, as they engage in the A/C Fours Star Day Tournament. 

Once again the prize money is a 

luring factor with sponsorship 

from Providence Gold and 

Mineral, cluBarham and Ellis 

Nuttall and we look forward to 

sharing the loot and offering 

verbal support to our generous 

sponsors. Mr Burrows from 

Providence Gold and Mineral will 

be attending to present the 

sponsored prizes to the winners 

on the day. As we lead into Easter 

it will provide a prime 

opportunity to treat the 

competitors with Easter treats – 

maybe??? No doubt Kate’s magic 

in the kitchen will be a winning 

factor – casseroles followed with 

sticky date pudding or lemon 

delight. Yummo!! 

That will leave just one more 

scheduled tournament for us to 

host this season. We’re gearing up for that one on Sunday 

7th May with a 12:00 start. That is the very popular 

Seafood Tournament. Members, please keep doing your 

great maintenance and catering jobs to ensure the place 

looks fantastic and we again feed the troops. 

Social Night at the Vic Hotel: If you read last week’s edition 

of the Press, you will have noted that our next dinner outing 

supporting our generous sponsor, Paul, from the local hotel 

will be on Thursday, 20th April, 6:30pm when it is planned to 

have a guest speaker from Providence Gold and Mineral in 

attendance. Well, you can’t believe everything you read!! 

We will be dining at the hotel from 6:30pm, and we will 

have a guest speaker – but there lies the difference. We 

will, in fact, hear from Mr. Adam Place from Catalyst Metals. 

Adam was at our last tournament to award sponsored 

prizes to the successful teams, and he gave a brief outline of 

the workings of the Catalyst group. His attendance at the 

dinner will allow a more in-depth explanation and the 

opportunity for folk to ask questions. 

 

Club Pennant Break-Up: planned to dine at Moama on 30th 

April, Sunday afternoon. More details to follow. Put the 

date in your diary. 

 

Keep Smiling: Did you hear about the cheese factory that 

exploded in France? There was nothing left but de Brie. 

Where should you go in the room if you’re feeling cold? 

Find a corner – they’re usually 90.̊  



MAYORAL COLUMN           
4 April 2023 

March Council Meeting - VNI West outcome 

VNI West is considered essential for the Australian economy to 
achieve net zero emissions by 2050. The forecast closure of 
ageing coal-fired generators in Victoria and New South Wales 
over the coming decades presents a significant challenge to 
supply reliability. 

While Council is not a decision maker for the project, it has the 
opportunity to provide a submission in response to the report 
to Australian Energy Market Operator Victorian Planning (AVP) 
before the closing date.  

The response to the VNI West Consultation Report on behalf of 
Loddon Shire Council will include, but not be limited to the 
following items: 

1. Council understands the importance of a reliable energy 
network to the Victorian and Australian community.  

2. Consultation has not met the expectations of our 
community. We expect people to be meaningfully 
engaged and informed of issues which may impact upon 
them.  

3. Loddon Shire is within the Murray Renewable Energy 
Zone (REZ) and seeks the highest capacity transmission 
to enable additional power generation and therefore 
value sharing to our community.  

4. Loddon Shire Council is opposed to transmission lines 
crossing multiple areas of our municipality with a 
preference for consolidation on a single alignment with 
minimal impact.  

5. Council requests AVP provide clear information to land 
owners about the impact transmission lines will have 
upon their rights, particularly any limitations on farming 
operations. 

 

To read more of the meeting outcomes visit https://
www.loddon.vic.gov.au/News-and-public-notices/News-
articles/Loddon-Shire-Council-Meeting-%E2%80%93-March-
2023  

Fire restrictions ended  

Days are getting shorter, the mornings and evenings crisper 
and Autumn is upon us. 

The Fire Danger Period for Loddon Shire was lifted as of 1am 
Monday 3 April 2023. 

Remember, in the case of land that is 2000m2 (1/2 acre) or 
less, a fire may only be lit on any Wednesday or Sunday 
without a written permit from Council. 

A camp fire or fire used for cooking does not require a permit 
on any day. 

Also, all fires must be notified to the Emergency Services 
Telecommunications Authority (ESTA) on 1800 668511 before 
lighting the fire or emailing a burn-off notification form to 
burnoffs@esta.vic.gov.au at least 2 hours before lighting the 
fire. 

Further information about the Community Local Law can be 
found at https://www.loddon.vic.gov.au/Our-Council/
Community-Local-Law-2022?
fbclid=IwAR1yUzIOgUDIHTz4rF9rHsY7PfinA915pp5QVqERo_-
gjU5xxj1HoxMuVt8  

 
For more information on the CFA website please visit 
www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/how-to-prepare-your-
property/burning-off 

Closure of Bendigo Bank agency in Pyramid 
Hill  

I am disappointed to learn of the unexpected decision of the 
Bendigo Bank to close its Pyramid Hill agency from July.  

 
Local bank agencies play a crucial role in our community by 
providing financial services to our residents and businesses. 
Residents will have to travel further to access banking facilities 
which will have additional financial burdens and inconveniences.  

Victorian Fox Bounty program 

Victorian fox collections have commenced from Monday 6 
March 2023. 

Participants are reminded that the Victorian Fox Bounty is now 
digital. Agriculture Victoria introduced the new system last year 
to streamline the application process, reduce wait times at 
collection centres and allow participants to keep track of bounty 
applications. 

 
To register for the digital system visit the bounty homepage and 
follow the prompts. 

 
Bendigo collections – fox only 

Address: Corner Midland Highway and Taylor Street, Epsom. 

Time: 10.30 am – 12.30 pm 

Dates: 

•        Monday, 17 April 

•        Monday, 15 May 

•        Tuesday, 13 June 

•        Monday, 10 July 

•        Monday, 7 August 

•        Monday, 4 September 

•        Monday, 2 October 

•        Monday, 30 October. 

 For assistance, please chat to our bounty collection staff on 
collections days or call the customer service centre on 136 186. 

Wishing you a safe and happy Easter break 

As we approach the Easter long weekend and the start of school 
holidays, I wanted to take a moment to wish you all a safe and 
enjoyable break with friends and family.  
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Loddon Vale Landcare Field Trip 14 March 2023 

Recovering a flood-affected paddock with a multi-species crop and 
guano 

On a perfect mid-March day, a small group visited 3 nearly-

neighbouring farms to look over their fence and see what’s 

going on. This is what we saw at Nola and Noel Cocking’s 

merino sheep and fat lamb farm, Loddon Vale.  

Nola and Noel Cocking were hit hard by the October 2022 

floods, greatly exacerbated by the collapse of Goulburn Murray 

Water’s no.12 channel. The paddocks were 1m deep with water 

for a very long time, leaching out nutrients and changing the 

soil biology. Nola says “This time the water just kept coming … 

Most of the paddocks have been just destroyed from the 

floods .... Not just on our place, everybody had the same issues 

… It will take 4 to 5 years to recover.”  

They are now bringing the good organisms back to their 

paddocks with their first multi-species crop, something they 

had planned before the flood, the resultant damage confirmed 

their choice. The multi-species mix contains forage sorghum, 

forage millet, forage grape, sunflowers, buckwheat, radish, 

turnip, soybeans, mung beans and cowpeas. Nola describes 

their decision making saying “The selection of plants aims to 

improve the soil biology and hopefully, to keep a lot of sheep 

happy. The animals will dig it in a little, add manure and make a 

ground cover to prevent weeds.” The seed is treated with 

worm juice reducing susceptibility to insect attack in the 

emerging plant. There’s already beneficial insect life in the 

paddock with a ladybird spotted on the millet and then, delight, 

another. 

No preparation was done on the paddock, just a pre-water to 

work around the unreliable water supply that might make some 

seeds too wet. Once the seeds “poked out of the ground”, it 

was watered twice more. Everything in the mix has grown, 

there’s plenty of variety and faith that the sheep will pick and 

choose what they need. Nola observes “they know what’s good 

for them and what to eat”. At the time of our farm visit the 50-

acre (20-hectare) crop is just 4 weeks old, an impressive ½ m 

high - “it has jumped out of the ground”. Once there is a little 

more growth or, a lack of feed elsewhere, 220 lambs will move 

in and dry feed will be added to the paddock. 

The Cocking’s are members of the Victoria No-Till group 

applying their practices with few chemicals 

(www.vicnotill.com.au). From them, they learned about guano, 

a natural fertiliser derived from bird and bat droppings. It is 

mined all over including in Peru and islands off California and 

can be awkward to import but their agent helped them. Nola 

tells us that the high phosphorus content made it suitable for 

gunpowder in the American Civil War. Who knew a field trip 

could lead us there? 

Guano is a slow-release fertiliser applied every second or 

third year. It is suitable for broadacre, pasture and 

horticulture. It supports good biota in the soil, an essential for 

a good crop, animal and human health we are told. In 2022 it 

cost about $1,000 - $1,050 per tonne and the Cocking’s 

applied it at 12kg/acre (30kg/hectare) on the crop we saw. 

On the brochure, we learn that guano’s typical profile is 26 % 

calcium, 25% silica 12.6% phosphorus, 11% sulphur, 8.6% 

organic carbon and 0.4% zinc. After a couple of years on the 

Cocking’s paddocks they are seeing the effects and are ready 

to apply more with their upcoming sowing, another multi-

species crop. “If we can start at this level and get that 

nutrient in the soil and then just go up the food chain it’s got 

to get better but it’s got to be feasible financially. You know if 

your soil’s healthy, if you pick up the soil and see worms and 

fungi, it’s just all trying to create a good environment,” says 

Nola. 

Three weeks after the field trip, I popped into the paddock 

for an update photo. The lambs are in but I could only spot 

three, the crop is 

now so high they 

are calling to 

find each other 

and they don’t 

mind me as I’m 

out of their 

sight, radish tops 

have been eaten 

and frogs are 

abundant near 

the dam. 

Join the Loddon 

Vale Landcare 

Group to be 

involved in our 

activities.  

Ring Sue Bennett 

on 0428 551 275 

BENDIGO BANK &  

FILIPINO FOOD 

STORE 
Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri  

10am - 12pm & 1pm - 4pm 

Bank Closed Tuesdays 
Large range of Filipino groceries  

LBC Boxes 

45 kg household gas bottles  

Assorted LED light bars for cars,  

trucks & tractors  

Camping & trailer lights 

Phone: 5455 7305                 

Mobile: 0428 890 188               

Fax:  5455 7276  

Mark.Lacey@bendigoadelaide.com.au 

http://www.vicnotill.com.au
mailto:Mark.Lacey@bendigoadelaide.com.au
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjrkcbhr8LPAhVDE5QKHUDXBPgQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwillowsshoppingcentre.com.au%2F%23!%2Fstores%2Fbendigo-bank&bvm=bv.134495766,d.dGo&psig=AFQjCNEigYErxeT-c6s3vm


Guano The multi-species crop at 4 weeks old 

The lambs are in and foraging 

Lambs are eating the radish tops first 

Flowers are blooming in just 7 weeks. 

The multi-species 

crop is now 7 weeks  



Pyramid Hill Community 

Op Shop  

5 Kelly St, Pyramid Hill 

Opening hours 

Tue, Wed, Fri 

11:00 AM - 04:00 PM 

Pyramid Hill  

Recycle Centre & Tip 

Ballast Road, Pyramid Hill 

Opening Hours  

Tuesday - 1pm-5pm                     

Sunday - 8am-12pm                     

For more information on garbage & 

recycling visit loddon.vic.gov.au 

BOORT  MEDICAL CLINC 
APPOINTMENTS PHONE :  

5451 5220 

2 COUTTS ST,   BOORT VIC 3537 

DR. CHRIS OLISE 

ABN : 86 635 807 297  

MON TO FRI | 08:30 AM - 05:00 PM 

WE WELCOME ALL EXISTING AND NEW  

PATIENTS 

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY DIAL 000 

Your local Copier and Phone System 

Specialist 

www.scoe.com.au 

1300 33 55 14 

Concrete & Quarry Products 

Phone: 5455 7304          
Email:                  

pyramidhill@mawsons.com.au 

 

Reid Plumbing 
 

RT40 Ditchwitch Trencher  
 

Latest technology in trenching,             
fast, efficient and reliable with                  

competitive prices. 
 

Office: 5456 2574 
24 hour service 

Paul Reid Mob: 0428 562 573             

Email: reid@bigpond.com  

Plumber 

General plumbing services,  

roof, gas & drainage 

In Pyramid Hill 2nd  Wednesday each month 

please call to book a job  

Ring Rex 0419 553 025 

Lic no. 29427 

Email: rexgilhooley@bigpond.com      

 Kitchens 

 Laundries 

 Cabinets 

 Wardrobes 

Specialising In Custom Design: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Gavin 0411 355 842                          

For A Complimentary Quote 

   

 

SAM ELLIS  

SHEEP PREG SCANNING                 

0427 585 320  

Adam Ellerton Mobile                

Seed Cleaning 

Phone: 0447 303 063 

122 Martins Rd, Goornong 

adamellerton@hotmail.com   

Mick’s Rural Fencing 
 

Post & Rail 
Cattle & Sheep Yards 

 
Colourbond 

All types of fencing 
 

Servicing all areas 
 

Phone:   

0428 990 701 

 

BEES WANTED 

 

 

 

CALL STEVE & SUE 

0419 099 462 

Pyramid Hill  
Butchery 

 

Phone:   5455 7115 

Smallgoods  and deli products            
Poultry Products                                                

Cut up & pack private stock      
Range of fresh fruit and vegetables 

 

 

  
  

Contact Gavin 0411 355 842 for a 

complimentary quote 

 

Mobile Sheep Dipping  

Geoff & Colleen Hampson  
Mobile: 0429 823 293 

SPLIT  

FIREWOOD  

FOR SALE  

Mixed Hardwood $150 per meter  

Free delivery within 20km of  

Pyramid Hill 

$20 delivery fee for over 20km 

 

Call Rob on 0429 416 609  

https://www.loddon.vic.gov.au/For-residents/Your-home/Garbage-and-recycling
mailto:pyramidhill@mawsons.com.au
mailto:reid@bigpond.com
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